
AP® UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 
2010 SCORING GUIDELINES  

 

© 2010 The College Board.  
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com. 

Question 1 
 
6 points 
 
Part (a): 2 points  
 
One point is earned for each of two provisions of the Bill of Rights identified. Each provision must be 
identified and include a discussion of what the provision protects. 
 
Answers may include, but are not limited to: 
 

• Speech — allows citizens to say almost anything they want 
• Press — allows citizens access to information, each other and policymakers; printed advocacy 
• Assembly — allows citizens to come together 
• Petition — allows citizens to address government 
• Various due process/criminal justice provisions (e.g., grand jury indictment, jury of peers, 

search and seizure) — protects citizens from retribution/harassment from government 
 
Part (b): 3 points  
 
One point is earned for each of three explanations. The explanations must include a description of the 
interest group activity and how that activity may influence the action of a governmental body, official or 
policy. 
 

• Grassroots mobilization — interest groups organize citizens, who act to influence policymakers 
• Lobbying — direct contact with policymakers for the purpose of persuasion through the 

provision of information, political benefits, etc. 
• Litigation — the use of courts to gain policy preferences through cases or amicus curiae  

 
Part (c): 1 point  
 
One point is earned for describing a regulation. The regulation does not need to be identified by its formal 
title. 
 

• Disclosure of contributions, funding or activities 
• Registration of lobbyists, PACs 
• Campaign finance laws 
• Limits on gifts 
• Limits on revolving-door appointments 
• Limits on honoraria 
• Prohibition of bribery 
• Any named law or regulation with a description of what it does to regulate interest groups 

 
A score of zero (0) is assigned to an answer that is attempted but earns no points. 
 
A score of dash (—) is assigned to an answer that is blank or off task. 
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Question 1 
 
Overview 
 
The intent of this question was to examine students’ knowledge of how the Constitution protects the 
rights of individuals who try to promote their interests in a representative democracy, the methods used to 
accomplish this and governmental regulations restricting these attempts. The question asked students to 
(a) explain two provisions in the Bill of Rights that protect individuals who try to influence politics; (b) 
explain how interests groups use grassroots mobilization, lobbying of government institutions and 
litigation to exert influence over policy; and (c) describe one specific federal governmental regulation of 
interest groups. This question required students to demonstrate an understanding of individual 
protections in the Bill of Rights, interest group activity and federal governmental regulations that control or 
restrict interest group activity.  
 
Sample: 1A 
Score: 6 
 
In part (a) the student earned 1 point for explaining that freedom of assembly “allows for organized protests 
which can have a powerful influence on legislators’ policy-making.” The student earned 1 point for 
explaining that freedom of petition “allows individuals and groups to lobby for change in policy without 
fear of consequences.”  
 
In part (b) the student earned 1 point for providing all components of a complete explanation of how 
grassroots lobbying is used by interest groups to exert influence over policy. The student explains the 
techniques of grassroots mobilization as “a widespread effort on an individual or community level to raise 
awareness of a particular issue,” connects it to policymakers (“congressmen”), and explains the influence it 
might exert by stating that it “can in turn affect the voting behavior.” The student also earned 1 point for 
providing a complete explanation of lobbying by stating that the interest group “directly influences 
members of [C]ongress … with a constant flow of information.” The student earned 1 additional point for 
explaining that litigation is used by interest groups to exert influence over policy by arguing “in court” and 
by filing “an amicus curiae brief, which … can often influence judges’ rulings on the case.” 
 
In part (c) the student earned 1 point by explaining how the McCain–Feingold Act regulates interest 
groups. 
 
Sample: 1B 
Score: 4 
 
In part (a) the student earned 1 point for explaining that freedom of speech gives citizens “the right to 
freely speak their ideas and suggestions.” The student incorrectly explains freedom of religion as a 
provision in the Bill of Rights that protects individuals who try to influence politics and therefore did not 
earn a second point in this part. 
 
In part (b) the student discusses grassroots mobilization but does not provide an explanation of how it is 
used to exert influence over policy and therefore earned no point. The student earned 1 point for explaining 
the techniques used by lobbyists to reach policymakers and exert influence over policy. The student 
earned another point for explaining litigation and its use by interest groups to reach policymakers (the 
court) and exert influence over policy.  
 
In part (c) the student earned 1 point for describing the federal regulation that limits campaign 
contributions. 
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Question 1 (continued)  
 
Sample: 1C 
Score: 1 
 
In the student earned 1 point for explaining that freedom of the press allows “these groups” to “make a 
public annocment [sic] and not be punished for the matters and terms they speak of.” The student does not 
provide a second provision of the Bill of the Rights and therefore did not earn a second point. 
 
In part (b) the student does not provide an adequate explanation of grassroots mobilization, lobbying or 
litigation and therefore earned no points. 
 
The student does not attempt part (c) and therefore earned no point for it. 




