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Question 4 
 
6 points 
 
Part (a): 2 points 
 
One point is earned for a correct explanation of the importance of each of the following in the formation of 
the policy agenda: 

 
Media 

• Affects agenda setting by what it chooses to cover (priming/gatekeeping/watchdog). 
• Media framing of issues. 

  
Elections 

• Election winners control agenda. 
• Initiative process. 
• Issues raised during campaigns. 

 
Part (b): 2 points 
 
One point is earned for a correct description of the role of each of the following in the enactment of 
public policy: 
 
Congressional committees: committee actions related to the enactment of public policy 
(gatekeeper/mark-up legislation/hold hearings). 
 
Executive Orders 

• Presidents use executive orders to enact policy. 
• Bypass Congress. 

 
Part (c): 2 points 
 
One point is earned for a correct explanation of the importance of each of the following in the 
implementation of public policy: 
 
Bureaucratic discretion: bureaucrats have the ability to shape implementation of public policy. 
 
Issue networks or iron triangles 

• Interest group(s)/congressional committee(s) pressure bureaucracy to implement policy that 
benefits them. 

• Bureaucracy can shape policy implementation to benefit interest group(s). 
 
A score of zero (0) is assigned to an answer that is completely off-task or is on task but earns no points. 
 
A score of dash (—) is assigned to an answer that is blank. 
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Question 4 
 
Overview 
 
This question examined students’ knowledge of three components of the public policy process. Part (a) 
asked students to explain the importance of the media and elections in the formation of the policy agenda. 
In part (b) students were asked to describe the role of congressional committees and executive orders in 
the enactment of public policy. Part (c) asked students to explain the importance of bureaucratic discretion 
and issue networks OR iron triangles in the implementation of public policy. 
 
Sample: 4A 
Score: 6 
 
In part (a), the response earned 2 points. One point was earned for explaining the importance of the media 
in the formation of the policy agenda by noting that “The media … changes the way citizens vote and the 
people they vote for form public policy.” One point was also earned for explaining the importance of 
elections in the formation of the policy agenda as “The people citizens select to represent them form public 
policy.” 
 
In part (b), the response earned 2 points. One point was earned for describing the role of congressional 
committees in the enactment of public policy as “Committee leaders have the power to kill any bill.” One 
point was also earned for describing the role of executive orders in the enactment of public policy as 
“orders by the president which have the power of a law but do not need to be passed by the House of 
Representatives.” 
 
In part (c), the response earned 2 points. One point was earned for explaining the importance of 
bureaucratic discretion in the implementation of public policy by stating that “The bureaucratic leaders 
can interperate [sic] laws passed by Congress with a good amount of leniency which changes 
implementation of public policy.” One point was also earned for explaining the importance of iron triangles 
in the implementation of public policy as “The connection between these three groups keep the federal 
government from implementing certain public policy that would hurt interest groups.” 
 
Sample: 4B 
Score: 4 
 
In part (a), the response earned 2 points. One point was earned for explaining the importance of the media in 
the formation of the policy agenda by noting that “Increasing public awareness and support over a specific 
issue can bring it to the top of the policy agenda.” One point was also earned for explaining the importance of 
elections in the formation of the policy agenda by stating that “Elections bring out what issues are most 
important to the public and help shape the policy agenda.” 
 
In part (b), the response earned 2 points. One point was earned for describing the role of congressional 
committees in the enactment of public policy by noting that “Congressional committees get together to write 
bills and try to make them into law.” One point was also earned for describing the role of executive orders in 
the enactment of public policy by stating that “The president can issue executive orders that carry the 
weight and force of law” and they “are an inherent power of the president and can be used to enact public 
policy.” 
 
In part (c) the response did not earn any points because neither the importance of bureaucratic discretion 
and issue networks NOR iron triangles in the implementation of public policy is adequately explained. 
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Question 4 (continued) 
 
Sample: 4C 
Score: 1 
 
In part (a), the response did not earn points because the importance of media and elections in the 
formation of the policy agenda is not adequately explained. 
 
In part (b), the response earned 1 point. One point was earned for describing the role of congressional 
committees in the enactment of public policy by noting that “Congressional committees role is to 
introduce, defend, or create a new policy”. 
 
In part (c), the response did not earn points because neither the importance of bureaucratic discretion and 
issue networks NOR iron triangles in the implementation of public policy is adequately explained. 
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