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AP® United States Government and Politics 2023 Scoring Guidelines

Question 4: Argument Essay 6 points
Reporting Scoring Criteria
Category &
Row A 0 points 1 point

Claim/Thesis | Does not meet the criteria for one point.

(0—1 points)

Responds to the prompt with a defensible claim or thesis that establishes a line of
reasoning.

Decision Rules

and Scoring Notes

Responses that do not earn this point:
e Only restate the prompt.
e Do not make a claim that responds to the prompt.

Examples that do not earn this point:

Restate the prompt

that the people’s will is represented.”

Do not respond to the prompt
e “Checks and balances are a feature of the Constitution.”

e “History has shown that citizen participation in social movements ensures

Responses that earn this point:

e Respond to the prompt rather than restating or rephrasing the prompt and
establish a line of reasoning.

e Provide a defensible claim or thesis that establishes a line of reasoning
regarding whether constitutional checks and balances or citizen participation
in social movements is more effective in ensuring the people’s will is
represented.

Examples that earn this point:

e “Checks and balances are more effective in ensuring the people’s will is
represented because they guarantee that parts of the government that defy
the people will be counteracted or removed entirely.”

e “Social movements are more effective because they act independently of the
government and can force the government to respond to the will of the
people.”

Additional Notes:

e The claim or thesis must consist of one or more sentences that may be located anywhere in the response.
e Aclaim or thesis that meets the criteria can be awarded the point whether or not the rest of the response successfully supports that line of reasoning.
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Reporting Scoring Criteria
Category
Row B 0 points 1 point 2 points 3 points
Evidence Does not meet the criteria | Provides one piece of evidence Uses one piece of specific and relevant Uses two pieces of specific and relevant evidence
for one point. that is relevant to the topic of the | evidence to support the claim or thesis. to support the claim or thesis.
(0-3 points) prompt.

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Responses that do not

earn points:

e Do not provide any
accurate evidence.

e Provide evidence that
is not relevant to the
topic.

Examples that do not
earn points:

Provide evidence that is

not specific

e “Checks and balances
constrain the
government.”

Provide evidence that is

not relevant to the topic

of the prompt

e “Citizens work in social
movements to
promote change.”

Responses that earn 1 point:

e Provide one piece of
evidence relevant to the
topic of the prompt.

e May or may not have a claim
or thesis.

Examples of evidence that are

relevant to the topic of the

prompt:

e Social movements such
LGBTQ+, workers, or
women’s rights.

e Description of any check in
the political system.

Responses that earn 2 points:

e Provide one piece of specific and
relevant evidence that supports the
claim or thesis. This evidence can come
from one of the foundational
documents listed in the prompt, any
other foundational document, or from
knowledge of course concepts.

Responses that earn 3 points:

e Provide two pieces of specific and relevant
evidence that support the claim or thesis. One
of these pieces of evidence must come from a
foundational document listed in the prompt.
The other piece of evidence can come from a
different foundational document or from
knowledge of course concepts.

Examples of acceptable specific and relevant evidence that support the claim or thesis (one

example is one piece of evidence):

e “The women’s suffrage movement used protests and rallies to raise public awareness to

promote the right to vote.”

o “An elected official that abuses the power of the office is not responsive to the will of the

people and can be removed from office through impeachment.”

Examples of acceptable specific and relevant evidence from the foundational documents that

support the claim or thesis (one example is one piece of evidence):

e “Federalist 10 advocates for a large republic to counter the danger of factions.”

e “Article | establishes checks and balances by requiring both chambers of Congress to pass

legislation before being signed or vetoed by the president.”

o “letter from a Birmingham Jail’ argues that civil disobedience, which can be used by social
movements, is the most effective means for showing the injustices of the system.”

Additional Notes:

e Toearn two or three points in Row B, the response must have a defensible claim or thesis (earned the point in Row A).

e To earn three points, the response must use one of the foundational documents listed in the prompt.
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Reportin . e
P = Scoring Criteria
Category
Row C 0 points 1 point
Reasoning Does not meet the criteria for one point. Explains how or why the evidence supports the claim or thesis.
(0-1 points)

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Responses that do not earn this point: Responses that earn this point:
e Include evidence but offer no reasoning to connect the evidence to the e Explain the relationship between the evidence provided and the claim or thesis.
claim or thesis.

e Restate the prompt without explaining how the evidence supports the
claim or thesis.

Examples of reasoning that explains how the evidence supports the claim or thesis:

o “In Letter from a Birmingham Jail,” King explains that waiting for the
government to check itself has led to greater suffering for African Americans
therefore, social movements increase pressure on policymakers to gain outcomes
favorable to their cause.”

e “Article | provides Congress with the power to override a presidential veto. This
power can be very effective in representing the will of the people, because it can
be used to stop a president that vetoes legislation for selfish or personal
reasons.”

Additional Notes:
e To earn this point, the response must have a defensible claim or thesis (earned the point in Row A) and support that argument with at least one piece of specific
and relevant evidence (earned at least two points in Row B).

e The explanation of the relationship between one piece of evidence and the claim or thesis is sufficient to earn this point.
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Reporting Scoring Criteria
Category
Row D 0 points 1 point
Responds to | Does not meet the criteria for one point. Responds to an opposing or alternate perspective using refutation, concession, or
Alternate rebuttal.

Perspectives

(0-1 points)

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Responses that do not earn this point:
e Restate the opposite of the claim or thesis.

e May identify or describe an alternate perspective but do not refute,
concede, or rebut that perspective.

o Refute a foundational document rather than an alternate perspective to
the provided claim or thesis.

Examples of responses that do not earn the point:
Restate the opposite of the claim or thesis

e “Many would argue that social movements are better, but this is simply
untrue.”

Describe an alternate perspective but do not refute, concede, or rebut

that perspective

e “Some would argue that social movements are better because they can
put extra pressure on government to represent the will of the people.”

Responses that earn this point:

Must describe an alternate perspective AND refute, concede, or rebut that
perspective.

Examples of acceptable responses to an alternate perspective may include:

“While social movements are broadly based and can pressure the government to
respond to what the people want, this is not the same as holding elected officials
accountable to the people. Thus, social movements are more limited in what they
can achieve, while checks and balances are able to protect against a much larger
set of problems.”

“While checks and balances are designed to hold the government accountable to
the will of the people, they can also be used to ignore the will of the people.
Because social movements are motivated by the people’s desire to hold the
government accountable, they are more effective.”

Additional Notes

e To earn this point, the response must have a defensible claim or thesis (earned the point in Row A).

e Responses that demonstrate an incorrect understanding of the alternate perspective do not earn this point.

© 2023 College Board



4A page 1 of 2

Important: Completely fill in the circle Question1 Question2 Question3 Questiond @
that corresponds to the question you
are answering on this page. O @) O ®

Begin your response to each question at the top of a new page. Do not skip lines.

Citieon prTricl pakion in Scciml movgmenrs 13 mofe @LFectiVe +hoan
Chetks a2 hnlaates in TaSuTing tne eoopled  will it fepredentod
beLonsy 1§ Thme jgutle denk Sgedk Ny MTouanw allipg oy

WAl RLNet Ne oot AT 3d’lofhu\gn+.

Twe Foaetorisk lo Caims tue oaly way +o on3Sure Fucklons
Mee A9 Aok Fole Ovet IS F0 Ctedol Hhwem. TwilS IS Swid sefmale
Ealriens Ran RNoUNegrt 2o ht.s-i-rutagh, P tne o wele ATt octary
Wouly R w8 well. Foctions e nete sswh in i‘g,pl“e.SunH:\B Pre,
W of peogle | 1 # lrh:,3 nte Trladen T™O  getile =ty \efhk wiln
NG Wwa do LRgFeSS  Awmeit VeliedE siad dumottuty T VoXeS
one OF k3 Funaotontal QYL e <t Lo, Dha  exem ?'\o of FogkimS
Sh\ewifg MW gginionsS '3 30Tie\ Move o &S, Ia Satinl
MmOl UmentS o pfiSte o€ getlple Wik Iinilel Nicwd, o
Q.‘gﬁ'xonJ SBoXWoN kbbghh ot kg S\We  Tweit qt‘.\\-ﬂ\ ot
So=te) S35 0s. Soie) ttoagwonts st o SYOWY QledRote
£0% Reovve ¥ o Swpga Y gL ggiNienE Yo Yae  spNetamuek
onk ¥l X0 e S\ Fot Swonone.

W, Vi
L&*tmgkt l"t\'\“\&‘"“\"\ Toy ), LA S  Fwekr 0o Dons ye

Wi Tetene. L Tom =0%e T n e N wrless e R ogle f?'-.:,sd- FoC

1\'. N\t‘n“{‘\l\ \—\0’!\9\' Y.'\“ ofFken \ona .SCIQ'\\\ Modeg mont s

>
Yo Qmﬁ-gs-\- e SnfFe T &Tea¥X maonk gF WolX Tidizens ia
PO OUTIRa, Mo Qlained Yeak wnleSS dwe gfote SFS Continsoy
w Swenge  Wosia Vet Romp. Twme oaly wWoay do droly
CASST L Ewwde Jout W S5 ool Wy the goNeTamgnt 8
Yo fotce +wewm &o resy s¥tenkion. WEYUT weets of

QTG?BS‘:R(\b SR A L RN *ﬂu-;vt‘q— Wey Y0 Kia 5'.1 1 Sxue A
Use a pen with black or dark biue ink only. Do NOT write your name. Do NOT write outside the box.




4A page 2 of 2

4

@ important: Completely fill in the circle Question1 Question2 Question3 Question 4
that corresponds to the question you
are answering on this page. o O © L

Begin your response to each question at the top of a new page. Do not skip lines.
Pt goNetnment.

Some A nigNe ot ChetkS wax walp nted oqfe nheeyed
Fo /AIITe bwek fFeoneral goNetament WeS abs \eCome oo
pometfu any Sllence e yeople’s Wil enbitgla. While
tPis Smn e sFaued,  f¥en Mikw twg 34 Stem of  cwetks
ANy el tteX Qhw‘\st r”\t“‘f_\ aNet Tumex W ihag o4 tt(rr'(',
Vlplaging  Fe et Noites WHRETTEr twiEoras b peopleta
wwe'rﬂ—u-rm‘wﬂj B UTTETrTer——awke Sk "‘k"lh '3“‘"
AT TR T R R e T \f\['li-hr:u-# Setinl muNeg Mmen+sS

and  ofw Of QlarFerms  Fwak oallo 9 latae WmountS ofF  genple

to Cem e Yooebwmel ans swule ool Noifed, +ywe will of

TWwO geogle Wouls e Tanotey N4 mt aNetamg nf.

Page 7

Use a pen with black or dark biue ink only. Do NOT write your name. Do NOT write outside the box.

@ osserr 000 o & 0 o ©®

-




4B page 1 of 2

-_—

| @ Important: Completely fill in the circle Question1 Question2 Question3 Question 4
that corresponds to the question you
are answering on this page. ®) @) ®) [ )

Begin your reeponae 10 each question at the top of & new page. Do not skip (INes.

Constihtional CW and. ba/mca at mue effec e in mfwx‘y
H“/"—‘{)/tf will & repricrted Hen ol macaent,

Di V)'lrll'f:j -/-;';z, %z\( 5avcmmm¢ st #uu fpﬁ/zfc ero/wu and
M&[«nfb He ’L\tl}Jk-Jvrc bhoncul  Ailt wuring Hat #v// each hae
forts over ONL anoths  will ensnre Hrf PO e bmml, o f”MM
il oecnads aod ivpad pn He riyhty il will o s paph. Ohe vny
id dves s i /A,W/. F3 daarishing SHects on fachons Fodoali}

0 odfines e Ww, /'m/(w/; on sesichy Hiul padhons  fan ad ho
they con o & minard, T dhidks snd bl spkem e
Hot # one 8muf) a»ﬂ'?/vy)h -/n owf:/cy or uss unuwrﬁd/c/nwn//%'
honal b/'//J, Hun the other brondi can f/t(; i~ and sﬁp tHe achm.
Am/ bi“ o LML thot daey /w;n.,wu&-#’ the will of +#he /ayé-
Gl b Aok dowe Hvigh Hh chels wd balona, Heo b
guvu\nmu‘?’ hay,

A’C{J;Abl\u//y' oy 4 the gawmmak( Mot /mFarv‘q/r} /NJ:X’anJ o
eleched by vofe. ﬂqﬂbfd”k‘ﬁvt-,r and Jonatrs o of He ety O/Ar
corstiboentr  whn H cormes 40 /ou"t? lested., Then for,  Aun reelchm
Comes arauml/ if He (Jvuib fujl oS ‘Hw’j" Hoir wills wexn? ﬂ:/)ta;m/u‘
7‘/\07 whn rt(rbu Hu, Ml&h/‘irc /.Q/mﬁr w’.#. Sune one %y Mow /i
T)u prwid&nl*ija ;imi’(/f cwe ht i W é’ O{’pu:)'v/w( GMO. W
#w,’n, M&La{l\/ nat eledrd 57 Hu /zu/li, tnithless eecfts ore
&‘wwtn\j/y uncummon e save stdey hae o gyiﬂ’}\.ﬂ} #Aon
& the Prided i daidot on He popdobin ey il Thse elckd
oficiab  hid o fL# oF ponr ond  chees [belongs o ensiee FhatHh
will & He pbuplt. ftut obd Haon o repre serted.

Page 5
Use a pen with biack or dark biue ink only. Do NOT write your name. Do NOT writs outside the box.
0070292 E R EER B |




4B page 2 of 2

N

Important: Completely fill in the circle Question1 Question2 Question3 Questiond @
that corresponds to the question you '
are answering on this page. O O O [ ]

Begin your response to each question at the top of a new page. Do not skip lines.

Dve e r),gk/h rJ' (,Lucb auu;l ba/mw’ effed on fchon s ond
He wHoence Hot fhe /;u“ia':s wott) hae on Hw  ofbiisde Lho do e
GLutblnj and h'm& i the mon ek iy A4 ersuring Haet
H.., w‘rf{mt '%- MFZL o m//erM S Mujdﬁ"}ir., wusl g\)flfu; ufﬁ‘r-'mb
!’W’b fheic o dipninished or '!{nffm ayof c’n'ﬁwt? 'Hu._nk_, 4o
c@u.tfuwwl L%JM(.&J.
H;_)mnr, L)Uyyhy cond; ot end Lond Coamytayrs 1] Comma.fk.u
I our 90%:‘%} The o %‘gj; Md)t )nﬂvc/-.z-{ wéagpb elechd
and whot socd o pilty Fhey guk Ther bom, oy 2o & gl
e with the most oy /‘zwt e most Sey in #e ;ﬁnm#.
While his o M@//y i, mony of fhue agm;uc/im with
maive aManhs mcman(/y 9¢+ Hek oty #u’ﬁvy[ c.‘!m:.liﬁu »Qaw
F“'F“ ﬁ-#a#ua?ﬁ He a’}ww.@%?m 7 0\-0!{1’13 &5 ™ M‘;{Md
Hou {»‘wﬂéa Loncerns a/uj i shil rcfnumﬁng He Hot ﬁde
To addbon, aan # puple gt hkd o diot erbidy H all oF Hhe
F"JV(‘ —)‘-ﬁ.&/ cn b whd od if thic fuh'o?. s ontmardble % Hhe
pv(:i‘a. Whie aﬁﬁu, Hhey can o b chec ked z’y the  other
£Fa{lo‘ﬂ-bJ N T Mot on ,oa/r”ccf and ewvr #"; e
will of +he W&, a Al WW

Page 6
Use a pen with black or dark blue ink only. Do NOT write your name. Do NOT write outside the box.




4C page 1 of 2

v

@ important: Completely fill in the circle Question1 Question2 Question3 Question 4
that corresponds to the question you
are answering on this page. O O O ®

Begin your response to each question at the top of a new page. Do not skip lines.
The most  effecMue way ol Pre -bd.mj the FPeople's
wil\ is e vy LN Contrtvhional  Checks end  balences
OS Seen In Aedicle 4 of We US, Consbibubiton end
n FRederalisd 78,

The consblhubion %5 one of Fhe  most impontent Foondshind
dowments  for our Neken, Wk The  Founests  indent
was 0 cleote o New goverament, free frem  hmanng
e they oot Just escapec  One oF  the weys B
Wes  Guomplished  Jos  cleoking 6 Seperetion of power
mosk  Clearly  Seen  tn Akl 4, This  ackide Pertamns
bgo Steclically to  Congess, @ laying oot thedr Specifi
powens, hwﬁj Poe  Procedona) I8P Nles, lays  powsrs
ot heep e other bitmches ncheck, These nelude

Pre a\':\i""‘l +o  mpeach P Mesdent and +o  confitm
juskices Yo the  Supteme Counk, Aso, the fovnders tneluled
3Ma \wuna aﬁ Ceﬁjms +o enue utml regnes en tation
for  Shles  with  large  and Small  fopu lutvens.

Ad b nally, the  Suppor}  for Chechs cnd  balences
C on be Seen o P Fr.old-f\a.ln' 6+ 79 cocwment
This  docoment ogues Qaf‘ the ey pansion  of
Povvers  for the Tudt verady breach. TL s “‘BWA
et e Judiciany broneh  Only holds  the pPower
ot e Puese  ond needs  Mere Powed to oo
MNe $onre eqilibiun  be p.l;."s‘“ﬁ Pe branches.

Use a pen with black or dark blue ink only. Do NOT write your name. Do NOT write outside the box.

0094208 T
[p— e ® e 0o o0 ()




4C page 2 of 2

Important: Completely fill in the circle Question1 Question2 Question3 Questiond @

"

that corresponds to the question you
are answering on this page. O O o ®

Begin your response to each question at the top of a new page. Do not skip lines.
pw.zww, s s we See ™ Bovks A,
o‘“\&\"‘i “‘.’i"’" 'H'ﬂ" [ h'l-ﬁ\"& Pat )rl‘t- vpo Fon g 'Hdbc{? h
pﬁ;-lﬂ‘ons Wil prolect  the  wil) of  the People
BNLUS S-\-n.l-e.s het 'H\t.- mefe facktons tabhe
Counlty the Dbetter, decese Mo Singulet one 1wl become
% lage. To ik enedil, Bl mekes  Good peinds,
P % dear Yo See  Low  Pankicipabten M Hhis
Mannet wou ld \‘\L‘P Poo det -l"kf.- Peeples Aoy,
MMP, checlhs eand  balances Lf‘.‘rv a Cﬂl—;?n CS§vitance
Wov ~ Qarkicipakion: does net.

f.f' Me, Pﬁﬁse‘ﬁsi Oklb"\s OI'I'\J- bc;‘C-hDGS Ou-" wbr:‘, h
Ca‘\-{w\ PatMieipakien G & wmeans Yo prelect Phe

Peop\e's WA\,

Page 6
Use a pen with black or dark blue ink only. Do NOT write your name. Do NOT write outside the box.

o0 o O° o o o L 1 asssros @




AP® United States Government and Politics 2023 Scoring Commentary

Question 4
Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors.
Overview

The Argument Essay question expected responses to demonstrate an understanding of whether the
will of the people in a democratic republic is better ensured by either constitutional checks and
balances or social movements. The question required an understanding of relevant foundational
documents that could be used to support an argument: Article I of the United States Constitution, The
Federalist 10, and “Letter from a Birmingham Jail.”

Responses were expected to articulate a defensible claim that could establish a line of reasoning;
support the thesis with evidence from a foundational document(s) and/or the course concepts; use
reasoning to explain why at least one piece of evidence provided supported the thesis; and respond to
an alternative perspective and then use refutation, rebuttal, or concession to further support their
original claim. Responses were expected to be written in the form of an argumentative essay,
demonstrating each of the skills mentioned to earn points.

Sample: 4A

Score: 6

Claim/Thesis: 1

Evidence: 3

Reasoning: 1

Alternative Perspectives: 1

A. The response earned 1 point for the thesis. The claim that social movements are more effective
than checks and balances in ensuring the people’s will is represented because “if the people don’t
speak up through action they will never be heard by government” is a defensible line of reasoning.

B. The response earned 3 points for evidence. The response earned 2 points with its accurate
description of The Federalist 10, which is a given document, by stating, “The Federalist 10 claims
that the only way to ensure factions do not take over is to control them,” which supports the
thesis. The response earned 1 point for an accurate description of “Letter from a Birmingham Jail,”
by stating that “no change will come from government unless the people fight for it.”

C. The response earned 1 point for reasoning for explaining, “After years of protesting, attention was
called to King’s issue by the government.”

D. The response earned 1 point for the alternative perspective by describing an alternative
perspective: “Some may argue that checks and balances are needed to ensure that federal
government does not become too powerful and silence the people’s will entirely.” Further, the
response provides a rebuttal that supports the original thesis by stating that “change rarely ever
comes without people displaying their voices ... the will of the people would be ignored by the
government.”

© 2023 College Board.
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Question 4 (continued)

Sample: 4B

Score: 4

Claim/Thesis: 1

Evidence: 2

Reasoning: 1

Alternative Perspectives: 0

A. The response earned 1 point for the thesis. The claim that constitutional checks and balances are
more effective than social movements in ensuring the people’s will is represented. “Dividing the
federal government into three separate branches ... whilst ensuring that they each have power over
one another will ensure that no one branch of government will overreach and impead upon the rights
and will of its people” is a defensible claim and establishes a line of reasoning.

B. The response earned 2 points for evidence for the description of The Federalist 10, and the
description supports the thesis: “the negative impacts on society that factions have and how they
can oppress a minority.” The response did not earn evidence points for its description of the electoral
process because elections are not related to checks and balances.

C. The response earned 1 point for reasoning with an explanation of how factions represented in
policymaking institutions act as checks on each other to protect the will of the people, ensuring “that
if one group attempts to overstep or pass unwanted/unconstitutional bills, then the other branches
can step in and stop the action. Any bill or measure that does not represent the will of the people will
be struck down.”

D. The response did not earn the alternative perspectives point because the discussion of elections,
lobbying, and money is not a relevant alternative perspective.

Sample: 4C

Score: 1

Claim/Thesis: 0

Evidence: 1

Reasoning: 0

Alternative Perspectives: 0

A. The response did not earn the thesis point. The response makes a claim but does not have a
defensible line of reasoning.

B. The response earned 1 point for evidence with a factual description of Article I: “This article
pertains specifically to Congress, laying out their specific powers.” The response includes additional
attempts at evidence by discussing The Federalist 78 and Brutus 1; however, additional points were
not earned because the response is factually inaccurate, and the response could not earn additional
evidence points without a thesis.

C. The response does not have a thesis and could not earn a point for reasoning.
D. The response does not have a thesis and could not earn the alternative perspective point.

© 2023 College Board.
Visit College Board on the web: collegeboard.org.



	ap23_apc_commentary_us go po_form O_q4_final.pdf
	Question 4
	Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors.
	Overview
	Sample: 4A
	Score: 6
	Alternative Perspectives: 1

	Question 4 (continued)
	Alternative Perspectives: 0
	Sample: 4C
	Score: 1
	Alternative Perspectives: 0





