AP United States
History

Sample Student Responses
and Scoring Commentary

Inside:

Long Essay Question 3
I Scoring Guidelines
M Student Samples

M Scoring Commentary

© 2022 College Board. College Board, Advanced Placement, AP, AP Central, and the acorn logo are registered
trademarks of College Board. Visit College Board on the web: collegeboard.org.

AP Central is the official online home for the AP Program: apcentral.collegeboard.org.


https://collegeboard.org
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org

AP® United States History 2022 Scoring Guidelines

Question 3: Long Essay Question, Industrial Capitalism Later 1800s 6 points

General Scoring Notes

e Except where otherwise noted, each point of these rubrics is earned independently; for example, a student could earn a point for evidence
without earning a point for thesis/claim.

e Accuracy: The components of these rubrics require that students demonstrate historically defensible content knowledge. Given the timed nature
of the exam, essays may contain errors that do not detract from their overall quality, as long as the historical content used to advance the
argument is accurate.

e Clarity: Exam essays should be considered first drafts and thus may contain grammatical errors. Those errors will not be counted against a student
unless they obscure the successful demonstration of the content knowledge, skills, and practices described below.

Evaluate the relative importance of causes of the rise of industrial capitalism in the United States in the period from 1865 to 1900.
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AP® United States History 2022 Scoring Guidelines

Reporting Scoring Criteria
Category
Row A 0 points 1 point
Thesis/Claim Does not meet the criteria for one point. Responds to the prompt with a historically defensible thesis/claim that establishes a line of
reasoning.
(0-1 points)

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Responses that do not earn this point:
e Are not historically defensible.

e Only restate or rephrase the prompt.
e Do not respond to the prompt.

e Do not establish a line of reasoning.
e Are overgeneralized.

Examples that do not earn this point:

Provide a historically defensible claim, but do not establish a line

of reasoning

e “Many factors caused the rise of industrial capitalism in the
United States in the period from 1865 to 1900.”

Provide a claim that is not historically defensible

e “The rise of industrial capitalism in the last nineteenth century
resulted mainly from increased government regulation to
protect the environment.”

Provide a restatement of the prompt
e “Industrial capitalism grew in the late nineteenth century.”

Responses that earn this point:

e Provide a historically defensible thesis or claim about the causes of the rise of industrial
capitalism in the United States in the period from 1865 to 1900. The thesis or claim must
either provide some indication of the reasoning for making that claim OR by establishing
analytic categories of the argument.

Examples that earn this point:

Establish a line of reasoning that evaluates the topic of the prompt with analytic categories

e  “The rise of industrial capitalism between 1865 and 1900 was primarily caused by
‘captains of industry’ who benefitted from technological innovations and new forms of
business enterprises. Secondary roles were played by the availability of enhanced
transportation systems and the availability of a large labor supply that facilitated
America’s industrialization.”

e “Industrial capitalism grew between 1865 to 1900 due to the discovery of many natural
resources along with improvements in a national transportation system. However, the
most important cause were the inventions, such as the Bessemer process, that made
industrialization possible.”

Establish a line of reasoning with analytic categories
e  “The causes of the growth of industrial capitalism were innovations in manufacturing
technology and the end of the Civil War.”

Establish a line of reasoning
e “The cause of the growth of industrial capitalism in the late nineteenth century was the
end of the Civil War.” (Minimally acceptable thesis/claim)

Additional Notes:

e The thesis or claim must consist of one or more sentences located in one place, either in the introduction or the conclusion (which may not be limited to the first

or last paragraphs).

e The thesis or claim must identify a relevant development(s) in the period, although it is not required to encompass the entire period.
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Reportin . N
P & Scoring Criteria
Category
Row B 0 points 1 point

Contextualization | Does not meet the criteria for one point.

Describes a broader historical context relevant to the prompt.

(0-1 points)

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Responses that do not earn this point:

e Provide an overgeneralized statement about the time period
referenced in the prompt.

e Provide context that is not relevant to the prompt.

e Provide a passing phrase or reference.
Examples that do not earn this point:

Do not provide context that is relevant to the topic of the

prompt

e “Power in the South shifted from Republicans to Democrats in
the years after the Civil War.”

Provide an overgeneralized statement about the time period

referenced in the prompt

o “New technological ideas produced economic innovation and
the industrial revolution.”

Responses that earn this point:

Accurately describe a context relevant to the causes of the rise of industrial capitalism in
the United States in the period from 1865 to 1900.

Examples of relevant context that earn this point include the following if appropriate
elaboration is provided:

Westward expansion
Market Revolution
Technological innovation
Transportation innovation
Cottage industry

Civil War

Competition with European powers
Segregation

Business organization
Immigration

Urbanization

Example of acceptable contextualization:

“Transportation innovations and advances in manufacturing during the market revolution
led to the growth of business and laid the groundwork for the rise of industrial capitalism
after the Civil War.”

Additional Notes:

time frame of the question.

e The response must relate the topic of the prompt to broader historical events, developments, or processes that occur before, during, or continue after the

e To earn this point, the context provided must be more than a phrase or reference.

© 2022 College Board
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Reporting Scoring Criteria
Category
Row C 0 points 1 point 2 points
Evidence Does not meet the criteria for one Provides specific examples of evidence relevant to the topic Supports an argument in response to the prompt using
point. of the prompt. specific and relevant examples of evidence.
(0-2 points)

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Responses that do not earn points:
e Identify a single piece of evidence.

e Provide evidence that is not
relevant to the topic of the prompt.

e Provide evidence that is outside the
time period or region specified in
the prompt.

e Repeat information that is specified
in the prompt.

Examples that do not earn points:

Provide evidence that is outside the

time period

e  “The Lowell textile mills were some
of the earliest factories in the
United States.”

Responses that earn 1 point:

e I|dentify at least two specific historical examples relevant
to the causes of the rise of industrial capitalism in the
United States in the period from 1865 to 1900.

Examples of evidence that are specific and relevant include

the following (two examples required):

e Trusts and monopolies

e Federal subsidies and land grants

e Interlocking-directorates

e Railroads

e New South / Henry W. Grady

e Industries (clothing, meatpacking, steel)

e Bessemer process

e Telegraph

o Telephone

e Sewing machine

e Garment industry/sweatshops

e Incandescent light bulb

e Business leaders (Andrew Carnegie, John D. Rockefeller,
Cornelius Vanderbilt, J.P. Morgan)

e Social Darwinism

e Natural resources (oil, copper, coal, lumber, iron ore)

e Vertical integration

e Horizontal integration

o New Immigrants

Example of a statement that earns one point for evidence:
e “John D. Rockefeller’s Standard Oil Company engaged in
vertical integration.”

Responses that earn 2 points:

e Use at least two specific historical examples to
support an argument regarding the causes of the
rise of industrial capitalism in the United States in
the period from 1865 to 1900.

Examples that successfully support an argument with

evidence:

e “To increase profits, John D. Rockefeller’s Standard
Oil Company engaged in vertical integration to
control all aspects of oil production.” (Uses evidence
to support an argument about how business
organization drove industrial capitalism)

e “The federal government supported the rise of
industrial capitalism by providing subsidies and land
grants to the railroad industry.” (Uses evidence to
support an argument about the role of the federal
government in the rise of industrial capitalism)

e “New inventions such as the sewing machine
allowed faster and more efficient production of
goods, fueling the rise of industrial capitalism.”
(Uses evidence to support an argument about the
role of technology)

Additional Notes:

grants.)

e Typically, statements credited as evidence will be more specific than statements credited as contextualization.

e If aresponse has a multipart argument, then it can meet the threshold of two pieces of evidence by giving one example for one part of the argument and
another example for a different part of the argument, but the total number of examples must still be at least two.
(For example, supporting a two-part argument about business organization and the role of the federal government with evidence about government land
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Reporting Scoring Criteria
Category
Row D 0 points 1 point 2 points
Analysis and Does not meet the criteria Uses historical reasoning (e.g., comparison, causation, Demonstrates a complex understanding of the historical development
Reasoning for one point. continuity, and change) to frame or structure an that is the focus of the prompt, using evidence to corroborate, qualify, or
argument that addresses the prompt. modify an argument that addresses the question.
(0-2 points)

Decision Rules and Scoring Notes

Responses that do not

earn points:

e May include evidence
but offer no reasoning
to connect the
evidence to an
argument.

e May assert the use of
historical reasoning but
does not use it to
frame or structure an
argument.

Examples that do not earn
points:

Provide evidence but offer
no reasoning to connect
the evidence to an
argument

e “Telegraphs and
telephones became
popular means of
communication.”

Responses that earn 1 point:

Must demonstrate the use of historical reasoning to
explain the causes of the rise of industrial
capitalism in the United States in the period from
1865 to 1900, although the reasoning may be
uneven, limited, or imbalanced.

Using a historical reasoning process to frame or
structure an argument could include:

Explaining how the development of new
technologies such as the Bessemer process
contributed to the rise of steel production and
heavy industry.

Explaining how federal land grants and subsidies
encouraged the growth of transcontinental
railroads.

Example of acceptable use of historical reasoning:

“The development of new technologies such as the
Bessemer process contributed to the rise of steel
production and heavy industry.” (Indicates a cause
of the rise of industrial capitalism)

Responses that earn 2 points:
May demonstrate a complex understanding in a variety of ways, such as:

e Explaining the nuance of an issue by analyzing multiple variables.

e Explaining both similarity and difference, or explaining both continuity
and change, or explaining multiple causes, or explaining both causes
and effects.

e Explaining relevant and insightful connections within and across
periods.

e Confirming the validity of an argument by corroborating multiple
perspectives across themes.

e Qualifying or modifying an argument by considering diverse or
alternative views or evidence.

Demonstrating complex understanding might include any of the

following, if appropriate elaboration is provided:

e The response argues that new inventions were the primary reasons
for the rise of industrial capitalism. It then corroborates that argument
with evidence from multiple variables, such as how multiple industries
in different regions of the country benefited from different types of
inventions.

e The response argues that new inventions were the primary reason for
the rise of industrial capitalism. It then qualifies that argument with
evidence that new forms of business organization allowed these new
inventions to be implemented and incorporated into manufacturing
practices.

e The response argues that the rise of industrial capitalism resulted
mainly from laissez-faire government policies. It then qualifies the
argument with evidence claiming that while there were few
government regulations, government subsidies and pro-business
policies, which were not strictly speaking laissez-faire, also supported
the growth of capitalism.

Additional Notes:

e This demonstration of complex understanding must be part of the argument, not merely a phrase or reference.
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AP® United States History 2022 Scoring Commentary

Question 3—Long Essay Question
Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain spelling and grammatical errors.
Overview

e This question asked students to evaluate the relative importance of the causes of the rise of
industrial capitalism in the period from 1865 to 1900.

e Responses could utilize a wide range of content knowledge including technological
development, innovations in business practices, the role of the federal government,
contributions of business leaders, or the availability of natural resources.

e This question primarily addressed Topics 6.4, 6.5, 6.6, 6.7, 6.8, 6.10, 6.12, and 6.13.

Sample Identifier: 3A
Thesis/Claim: 1
Contextualization: 1
Evidence: 2

Analysis and Reasoning: 2

Total Score: 6
A. Thesis/Claim (0-1): 1

The response earned 1 point for the thesis. Found in the last sentence of the first paragraph, the
thesis presents a historically defensible argument that establishes a clear line of reasoning with
analytic categories.

B. Contextualization (0-1): 1

The response earned 1 point for contextualization. The opening paragraph describes the broader
context by discussing the developments that occurred during the time frame of the question. The
contextualization discussion is supported with numerous pieces of specific information.

C. Evidence (0-2): 2

The response earned 2 points for evidence. The response describes many examples of specific,
historical evidence relevant to the topic, including laissez-faire economics, Andrew Carnegie,
Vanderbilt, and horizontal and vertical integration. The points are earned despite the misnaming of
“James” Vanderbilt and the overgeneralization that the middle class “despised” capitalism.

The response earned the second point by using evidence to support an argument in several places
regarding the causes of the rise of industrial capitalism in the United States in the period from 1865-
1900. For example, the discussion in the third paragraph explains how the tactics used by business
leaders led to the growth of big business.

© 2022 College Board.
Visit College Board on the web: collegeboard.org.



AP® United States History 2022 Scoring Commentary

Question 3—Long Essay Question (continued)

D. Analysis and Reasoning (0-2): 2

This response earned 1 point for the historical reasoning skill of causation. It does so by evaluating
the relative importance of the cause of the rise of industrial capitalism throughout the entire
response.

This response earned 1 point for demonstrating a complex understanding. In the discussion on
Social Darwinism, the response corroborates its argument that industrial capitalism rose through
new business strategies by analyzing multiple variables that include national identity, imperialism,
and foreign policy. Later the response also corroborates its argument across time in its discussion of
the turn away from laissez-faire economics after 1900.

Sample Identifier: 3B
Thesis/Claim: 1
Contextualization: 0
Evidence: 2

Analysis and Reasoning: 1

Total Score: 4
A. Thesis/Claim (0-1): 1

The response earned 1 point in this category because it presents a historically defensible thesis with
a clear line of reasoning and analytical categories in the first paragraph.

B. Contextualization (0-1): 0

The response did not earn the point for contextualization. The attempt found in the opening
paragraph is limited to supporting an argument rather than providing a broader historical context for
an argument.

C. Evidence (0-2): 2

The response earned 2 points for using evidence. In the second paragraph the response offers a
discussion of westward migration using railroads, Cornelius Vanderbilt, the Bessemer process, and
Andrew Carnegie. In the third paragraph the response discusses immigration using European origin,
cheap labor for factories, and J.P. Morgan.

The response earned the second point for using evidence to support an argument in response to the
prompt. It does this in the last paragraph when it states, “Overall, the influx of immigration was a
critical factor in the rise of industrial capitalism because it brought the necessary cheap labor force
needed to run the equipment[s], and attracted smart innovators like Carnegie who produced
revolutionary new products.”

© 2022 College Board.
Visit College Board on the web: collegeboard.org.



AP® United States History 2022 Scoring Commentary

Question 3—Long Essay Question (continued)

D. Analysis and Reasoning (0-2): 1

The response earned 1 point for demonstrating the historical reasoning skill of causation. The
response frames the argument by explaining how the expanded markets in the West influenced the
growth of American industry. It describes that “Both Carnegie and Vanderbilt, and many other
industry owners, could not have built such mighty industrial complexes if it were not for the
expanded market in the west.”

The response did not earn the point for demonstrating a complex understanding. Although there is
an attempt at a nuanced analysis of multiple variables by connecting immigration and the success of
Carnegie and Morgan, it does not explain how the evidence corroborates, qualifies, or modifies the
argument.

Sample Identifier: 3C
Thesis/Claim: 0
Contextualization: 0
Evidence: 1

Analysis and Reasoning: 0

Total Score: 1
A. Thesis/Claim (0-1): 0

The response did not earn the point for the thesis. The first sentence, although it is an attempt to

provide a line of reasoning, is overgeneralized, stating “industrial capitalism was one of the biggest
events of US history, due to the changes economically, politically, and socially.” The last paragraph
of the response is also too vague and overgeneralized to reach the minimum threshold for this point.

B. Contextualization (0-1): 0

The response did not earn the point for contextualization. In the first paragraph the response
provides only generalized references to various historical developments such as “new technologies,”
“increased factory production,” and “new agricultural ways.” It does not elaborate on these enough
to adequately describe a broader historical context relevant to the prompt.

C. Evidence (0-2): 1

The response earned 1 point for using evidence. In the first paragraph the response identifies the
relevance of the telegraph and railroad to communication and shipping improvements.

The response did not earn the second point for evidence, as the evidence provided does not support
an argument in response to the prompt.
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D. Analysis and Reasoning (0-2): 0

The response did not earn the point for using historical reasoning. The reference of farm to city
migration does not offer enough reasoning to connect to a causation argument.

The response did not earn the point for demonstrating a complex understanding. It does not attempt
to explain how the evidence corroborates, qualifies, or modifies the argument.
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