AP® WORLD HISTORY
2007 SCORING GUIDELINES

Question 3—Comparative

BASIC CORE (competence) 0-7 Points

1.

Has acceptable thesis. 1 Point
e The thesis correctly addresses similarities and differences in empire building in the
Spanish Empire and the Ottoman or Russian Empire.

The thesis must be accurate for the period 1450-1800, but actual dates are not mandatory.
The thesis must be explicitly stated in the introduction or the conclusion of the essay.

The thesis may appear as one sentence or as multiple sentences.

A thesis that is split among multiple paragraphs, or merely restates the prompt

is unacceptable.

e The thesis statement cannot be counted for credit in any other category.

2. Addresses all parts of the question, though not necessarily evenly or
thoroughly. 2 Points
For 2 points:
e Both similarities and differences in empire building in the two empires are addressed.
For 1 point:
e FEither similarities or differences in empire building in the two empires are addressed.
3. Substantiates thesis with appropriate historical evidence. 2 Points
For 2 points:
e The essay provides at least FOUR examples of specific evidence that supports
empire building, with at least one example from each empire.
For 1 point:
e The essay provides THREE examples of specific evidence that supports empire
building, with at least one example from each empire.
4. Makes at least one relevant, direct comparison between or among societies. 1 Point
o Makes at least one explicit, relevant comparison about the empire-building process.
e The direct comparison must be distinct from the thesis statement.
5. Analyzes at least one relevant reason for a similarity or difference 1 Point
between the empires in the essay.
e May be an expansion of core point 2 or 4.
e Typical sentence may include: “This was a difference between the Spanish and
Russian Empires because. . ."
Subtotal 7 Points
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AP® WORLD HISTORY
2007 SCORING GUIDELINES

Question 3—Comparative (continued)

EXPANDED CORE (excellence) 0-2 Points
Expands beyond basic core of 1-7 points. A student must earn 7 points in the basic core
area before earning points in the expanded core area.

Examples:

Has a clear, analytical, and comprehensive thesis.

Addresses all parts of the question (as relevant): comparisons, chronology, causation,
connections, themes, interactions, content.

e Provides ample historical evidence to substantiate thesis.

e Relates comparisons to larger global context.

e Makes several direct comparisons consistently between or among societies.

e Consistently analyzes the causes and effects of relevant similarities and differences.
Subtotal 2 Points
TOTAL 9 Points
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AP® WORLD HISTORY
2007 SCORING COMMENTARY

Question 3—Comparative
Overview

The comparative question asked, “Within the period from 1450 to 1800, compare the processes (e.g.,
political, social, economic) of empire building in the Spanish Empire with the empire-building processes in
ONE of the following: The Ottoman Empire OR The Russian Empire.” The heart of the question gets to the
idea of empire building, not merely the existence of empire. As part of the core-scoring method, students
were to develop an explicit thesis that compared and contrasted the process of empire building in Spain
with either the Ottoman Empire or the Russian Empire. Second, students were to address similarities and
differences in the development of the two empires chosen in their thesis. Third, evidence supporting
empire-building in both empires was required. Fourth, students were to provide a direct comparison
between the two empires related to the process of empire building. Finally, in the basic core, students
were instructed to analyze a reason for a similarity or difference between the two empires. Students who
fulfilled all of these core points were eligible for up to 2 expanded core points by providing a well-written
essay that could include, but not necessarily be limited to, a strong thesis, numerous examples of
evidence, and/or several direct comparisons.

Sample: 3A
Score: 8

The thesis in the first paragraph focuses on the similarities between the Spanish Empire and the Ottoman
Empire at a key point in the building of their empires in “[tJhe Mid-Fifteenth Century” (1 point). The essay
goes on to address the similarities in how the two empires expanded their territories by conquest and
were devoted to religion, and the differences between the two in attitudes toward converts and in
administrative structures (2 points). Accurate evidence about the process of empire building is abundant
for both empires (2 points). Direct comparisons are ample, particularly in the last part of the essay

(1 point). Analysis of the reason for a similarity is found in the discussion of religion and empire (“Because
of their religious natures,”), receiving 1 point. The essay earned an expanded core point for sophistication
of argument, giving it a final score of 8.

Sample: 3B
Score: 4

The thesis in the first paragraph (“Both Spain and Russia were working to make their empire[s] more
successful yet [the] Spanish focused on exploration and things outside their land while Russia was like a
nation starting over”) is minimally adequate (1 point). The essay addresses a similarity in the last sentence
(“Both nations grow and expand their empire[s] during the time period”), earning 1 point, and adequate
evidence about the process of empire building in Spain and in Russia is presented (2 points). There are no
direct comparisons or any analysis, so the final score was 4.

Sample: 3C
Score: 2

The thesis attempt does not compare similarities and differences in the process of empire building in
Russia and Spain, so the essay did not receive the thesis point. Further, the essay does not present
similarities or differences in the process of empire building, so it did not receive the points for addressing
all parts of the question. Sufficient evidence is used to support the process of empire building in each
empire (2 points), but attempts at direct comparison are historically inaccurate and received no credit. The
final score was 2.

© 2007 The College Board. All rights reserved.
Visit apcentral.collegeboard.com (for AP professionals) and www.collegeboard.com/apstudents (for students and parents).





