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AP® World History: Modern 2023 Free-Response Questions 

WORLD HISTORY: MODERN 

SECTION I, Part B 

Time—40 minutes 

Directions: Answer Question 1 and Question 2. Answer   either Question 3 or Question 4. 

Write your responses in the Section I, Part B: Short-Answer Response booklet. You must write your response to each 
question on the lined page designated for that response. Each response is expected to fit within the space provided. 

In your responses, be sure to address all parts of the questions you answer. Use complete sentences; an outline or 
bulleted list alone is not acceptable. You may plan your answers in this exam booklet, but no credit will be given for 
notes written in this booklet. 

“Late Ottoman society underwent significant modernization, a process that was both caused and accelerated 
by the state reorganization program, Tanzimat, beginning in 1839. . . . Modern-educated Ottomans soon 
began to emphasize in their writings the importance of European sciences. . . . Science was seen by many 
officials and learned figures as the only tool to solve the problems of the empire. . . . This elite group of 
Westernized Ottoman intellectuals . . . even adopted the belief in the supremacy of science in all aspects of 
life and proposed to adopt a completely [Westernized] worldview. 

However, this [Westernized Ottoman] elite was not the only group that focused on modern European thought. 
Extreme views . . . sparked opposition, especially among religious circles, but they also kindled a general 
curiosity among . . . a new generation of modern Ottoman religious scholars who emphasized an alternative 
approach toward modernization. [These scholars] proposed to combine their traditional heritage with modern 
ideas and methods . . . [and], while advocating the adoption of industrialization and political reforms, rejected 
a cultural identification with the West.” 

M. Sait Özervarli, historian, “Alternative  Approaches to Modernization in the
Late Ottoman Period,” scholarly article, published in 2007 

1. Using the excerpt, respond to parts a, b, and c.

a. Identify ONE nineteenth-century development in the Ottoman Empire that led to the launch of the
reform program mentioned in the first paragraph.

b. Identify ONE argument made in the passage concerning the Ottoman elites and modernization in the
nineteenth century.

c. Explain how ONE OTHER non-Western state’s attempts to modernize in the nineteenth century led
to conflicts among members of the elite similar to those described in the passage.
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“We consider Buddhists to be a direct threat. For over 1500 years, Buddhism has been spreading in our 
kingdom, yet neither happiness nor profit has been gained. This is recorded in the historical books, which 
Your Majesty has certainly studied thoroughly. Must you wait for your ministers to tell you? 

We think of all the unorthodox teachings, Buddhism is the worst. The Buddhists live alone with their barbaric 
customs, apart from the common productive population; yet they cause the people to be poor and to steal. 
What is worse than their crimes? Beasts and birds that damage grain are certainly chased away because they 
harm the people. Yet even though beasts and birds eat the people’s food, they are nevertheless useful to the 
people. Buddhists, however, sit around and eat, and there has not yet been a visible profit.” 

Yun Hoe, Korean Confucian scholar and adviser to the Korean Choson 
monarchy, On the Harmfulness of Buddhism, 1424 

2. Using the excerpt, respond to parts a, b, and c.

a. Identify ONE claim the author makes in the passage.

b. Explain ONE way the author’s point of view likely influenced his argument.

c. Explain ONE way Chinese cultural traditions influenced Asian societies (other than Korea) in the
period 1200–1450.
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Question 3 or 4 

Directions: Answer either Question 3 or Question 4. 

3. Respond to parts a, b, and c.

a. Identify ONE technological development that contributed to Europeans’ ability to spread religious
ideas in the Americas during the period 1450–1750.

b. Explain ONE way that religion contributed to the process of state expansion and/or exploration in the
Americas during the period 1450–1750.

c. Explain ONE reason why syncretic belief systems developed in the Americas during the period
1450–1750.

4. Respond to parts a, b, and c.

a. Identify ONE historical development that contributed to the growth of a global economy during the
period circa 1800–1914.

b. Explain ONE way governments responded to economic crises or depressions during the period circa
1900–1945.

c. Explain ONE way states changed their economies in response to the shifting global balance of power
during the period circa 1945–1990.
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END OF SECTION I 
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WORLD HISTORY: MODERN 

SECTION II 

Total Time—1 hour and 40 minutes 

Question 1 (Document-Based Question) 

Suggested reading and writing time: 1 hour 

It is suggested that you spend 15 minutes reading the documents and 45 minutes writing your response. 
Note: You may begin writing your response before the reading period is over. 

Directions: Question 1 is based on the accompanying documents. The documents have been edited for the 
purpose of this exercise. 

In your response you should do the following. 

• Respond to the prompt with a historically defensible thesis or claim that establishes a line of reasoning.

• Describe a broader historical context relevant to the prompt.

• Support an argument in response to the prompt using at least six documents.

• Use at least one additional piece of specific historical evidence (beyond that found in the documents) relevant to
an argument about the prompt.

• For at least three documents, explain how or why the document’s point of view, purpose, historical situation,
and/or audience is relevant to an argument.

• Use evidence to corroborate, qualify, or modify an argument that addresses the prompt.

Begin your response to this question at the top of a new page in the separate Free Response booklet 
and fill in the appropriate circle at the top of each page to indicate the question number. 
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1. Evaluate the extent to which Muslim women in the Middle East challenged social norms in the period circa
1850–1950.

Document 1 

Source: Aisha al-Taymuriyya, Egyptian woman poet and novelist, essay titled “Family Reform Comes Only 
Through the Education of Girls,” article published in Al-Adab, a conservative Egyptian newspaper, 1889 

“It is the duty of the male establishment to concern itself with the education of girls and the refinement of 
families. Take the example of a man in the following situation—his educated wife loves him, comforts him, 
and expertly manages his household. Despite this, he works to hide her abilities from the rest of society, and 
fears that by announcing her worth it will be said that she is an educated woman, which will disrupt his 
peaceful life. 

How astounding that our civilization is obsessed with decorating young women in jewelry, and exaggerating 
their beauty. But this practice casts these girls into a pit of evil; they have earned nothing from these trinkets 
but vanity. If male authorities strove for the improvement and progress of these girls’ behavior through their 
education, these women would then find themselves adorned with necklaces strung with pearls of wisdom.” 
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Document 2 

Source: Zaynab Fawwaz, Lebanese woman writer, “Fair and Equal Treatment,” essay published in an 
Egyptian newspaper, 1891 

“The fact is that we have not seen any law coming from Islam ruling that women are to be prohibited from 
involvement in the occupations of men. A woman is just as much a human being as a man is, with complete 
mental faculties and abilities. So many women have ruled over men, participated in government, determined 
statutes of law and behavior, recruited soldiers, gone forth into battle, and carried out wars—like the many 
queens who have preceded us and ran their kingdoms well. 

Regarding the poor women in Cairo or Alexandria, most of them pursue work just like men. Among these 
women are merchants, craft workers, and those earning their livelihood with male laborers in construction 
and in other professions. We find the markets are full of women capable of competing with men in business 
and many other activities. The intelligent person who examines the world’s affairs finds the two sexes equal.” 

Document 3 

Source: Doria Shafik, Egyptian woman feminist, unpublished memoir written in 1960, describing an event 
from her childhood that occurred circa 1915 

“An agitated atmosphere reigned in our house that Monday. The cause of this gloom was the news that a 
family friend had just learned that her husband had taken a second wife, because she had given birth to twin 
daughters but failed to produce a male heir. Now faced with a second wife in her household she shouted, ‘I 
want a divorce!’ 

With that shout an icy silence fell over the room. I was astonished both by the woman’s violent reaction as 
well as the energetic opposition to her decision by the women around her. Grandmother, whose attachment to 
the past could not be severed so easily, led the campaign. ‘I don’t understand you women of today insisting 
on exclusiveness. By taking a second wife the husband reduces the burden on the first woman. When my 
husband took another wife, I was pleased to have a new friend. And even when he took a third wife we all 
banded together against him, the common enemy. Never pronounce the word divorce! It brings dishonor for 
you and your daughters, who will never see a suitor if you act this way,’ concluded my grandmother. 

My grandmother’s words seemed to act as a whip over the other women as the thought of their daughters 
being old maids sank in and they all rallied around her. ‘Forget this idea,’ my mother counseled, ‘you must 
fight to regain your husband’s love.’” 
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Document 4 

Source: “A Feminist Demonstration against British rule in Egypt,” cover illustration of the French illustrated 
news magazine Le Petit Journal, 1922 

Private Collection Stefano Bianchetti / Bridgeman Images 

A caption in French below the image reads, “While in some streets of the city riots broke out, the women 
of Cairo organized in certain quarters into important processions.” A group of British soldiers on 
horseback is shown in the background (on the left). 
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Document 5 

Source: Anonymous Turkish woman, interview on the popularity of ballroom dancing, published in the 
journal Resimli Ay (The Illustrated Monthly), Istanbul, Turkey, 1924 

“When, a few years ago, the dance craze came through I was very hesitant to take it up. My friends would 
rave about dancing, but I couldn’t help thinking that dancing in a man’s arms was ridiculous, when just a few 
years earlier we would not have even been able to sit next to them. 

But my social environment gradually led me to embrace dancing. Those who had already taken it up kept 
accusing me of stupidity for my refusal to join them. So, even though I was naturally inclined to be 
conservative, I decided that one must accept these new trends to be modern, or at least to avoid being labeled. 

In order to be able to go to a party organized by one of my friends, I took dance lessons from a Greek lady 
for three months. 

The dance party was amazing, but my husband’s behavior annoyed me to no end. His glances suggested that 
he did not like seeing me mingle with strange men. That night I danced until morning. I paid no attention to 
the clumsiness of my feet or to my shyness. I was just excited to be able to punish my husband for his rude 
behavior.” 

Document 6 

Source: Eastern Women’s Congress, an international summit of women from Muslim countries held in 
Tehran, Iran, under the direction of Princess Ashraf Pahlavi, daughter of the Shah of Iran, resolution, 1932 

The Congress supports the following: 

1. The right of Eastern women to vote and, when qualified, to be elected to office.

2. Compulsory education for girls and literacy courses for adult women.

3. Equal salaries to men and women in similar employment.

4. Kindergartens, playgrounds, and educational cinemas provided by the government.

5. Measures to improve the morals of Eastern men.

6. Polygamy must be forbidden.

7. Alcohol and narcotics should be prohibited.

8. Hiring female police officers to examine sanitary conditions and improve the lives of mothers and
children.
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Document 7 

Source: Zaynab al-Ghazali, Egyptian woman political activist, leader of the Muslim Women’s Association, a 
group affiliated with the Islamist organization The Muslim Brotherhood,1 memoir published in 1986, 
recalling events in the 1940s 

“This was the pact that I made with my husband before entering into our marriage: 

‘There is something in my life that you need to know about before you become my husband. I have sworn an 
oath of loyalty to Hassan al-Banna [the founder of the Muslim Brotherhood] and have pledged to live my life 
in God’s path and to call others to Islam. I cannot ask you today to share this calling with me, but it is my 
right to demand that you not block me from pursuing it. When the day comes that my calling leads me to join 
the ranks of the fighters for the establishment of the Islamic state, do not ask me what I am doing. And if ever 
the welfare of our marriage conflicts with God’s calling, then know that the marriage will end and the calling 
will become my whole life. I know that, as husband, it is your right to command me and it is my duty to obey 
you, but know ahead of time that God is greater than us and our marriage and that His calling must be dearer 
to ourselves than we are to each other.’” 

1 a group founded in 1928 that advocated for greater influence of Islam in all aspects of Egyptian society 

END OF DOCUMENTS FOR QUESTION 1 
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Question 2, 3, or 4 (Long Essay) 

Suggested writing time: 40 minutes 

Directions: Answer Question 2 or Question 3 or Question 4. 

In your response you should do the following. 

• Respond to the prompt with a historically defensible thesis or claim that establishes a line of reasoning.

• Describe a broader historical context relevant to the prompt.

• Support an argument in response to the prompt using specific and relevant examples of evidence.

• Use historical reasoning (e.g., comparison, causation, continuity or change over time) to frame or structure an
argument that addresses the prompt.

• Use evidence to corroborate, qualify, or modify an argument that addresses the prompt.

2. Global cross-cultural interactions, including the transfer of knowledge, scientific learning, and technological
developments, increased throughout the period 1200 to 1750.

Develop an argument that evaluates the extent to which ongoing cross-cultural interactions affected trade and/or
exploration during the period circa 1450 to 1750.

3. In the period circa 1750 to 1900, revolutions and independence movements such as the American Revolution,
the French Revolution, the Haitian Revolution, and Latin American independence movements occurred around
the world.

Develop an argument that evaluates the extent to which Enlightenment ideas were the primary cause of one of
the revolutions or independence movements (other than the American Revolution) from the period circa 1750
to 1900.

4. In the twentieth century, revolutionary movements were inspired by a variety of ideologies, including
communism, nationalism, and/or religious ideas.

Develop an argument that evaluates the extent to which a twentieth-century revolutionary movement was
inspired by one of these ideologies.

Begin your response to this question at the top of a new page in the separate Free Response booklet 
and fill in the appropriate circle at the top of each page to indicate the question number. 

WHEN YOU FINISH WRITING, CHECK YOUR WORK ON SECTION II IF TIME PERMITS. 
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STOP 

END OF EXAM 

© 2023 College Board. 
Visit College Board on the web: collegeboard.org. 

13 


	Cover
	SECTION I, Part B
	Directions
	Question 1
	Question 2
	Question 3
	Question 4

	SECTION II
	Question 1 (Document-Based Question)
	Directions
	Document 1
	Document 2
	Document 3
	Document 4
	Document 5
	Document 6
	Document 7

	Question 2, 3, or 4 (Long Essay)



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




