100 Paradox Examples

Less is more: Suggests that simplicity can lead to greater impact than
complexity.

| know that | know nothing: Highlights the paradox of recognizing one’s
own ignorance.

The beginning of the end: Indicates that the start of something can
also mark its conclusion.

This statement is false: Creates a loop where the statement
contradicts itself.

War is peace: From Orwell's 1984, it paradoxically equates conflict with
harmony.

The only constant is change: Emphasizes that change is the one thing
that remains the same.

Freedom is slavery: Another Orwellian paradox linking liberty with
bondage.

To save money, spend it: Suggests that investing money wisely can
lead to greater savings.

The louder you roar, the harder you fall: Implies that excessive pride
can lead to downfall.

Deep down, you're really shallow: Contradicts the notion of depth with
superficiality.

Bitter sweet: Combines opposing tastes to describe a complex
emotion.

Seriously funny: Describes something that is both earnest and
humorous.

Act naturally: Encourages genuine behavior while instructing to act.
Virtual reality: Combines the unreal with reality in a single concept.
Original copy: Refers to a primary version alongside its replicas.
Definite maybe: Blends certainty with uncertainty.

Living dead: Describes beings that are neither fully alive nor
completely dead.

Deceptively honest: Appears honest while being misleading.

Jumbo shrimp: Combines size extremes in a single term.

Open secret: Something widely known yet supposed to be confidential.



Sweet sorrow: Expresses sadness that has a sweet aspect.

Clearly confused: Indicates obvious confusion.

Passive-aggressive: Combines passive behavior with aggression.
Only choice: Implies having a choice when none exists.

Act naturally: Encourages genuine behavior while instructing to act.
Awfully good: Describes something as both bad and good
simultaneously.

Civil war: A war characterized by conflict within the same society.
Exact estimate: Combines precision with approximation.

Found missing: Something found after being lost.

Growing smaller: Describes something reducing in size while increasing
in presence.

Healthy diet: Implies dietary choices that are paradoxically indulgent
and nutritious.

Hell's angels: Contrasts a place of suffering with celestial beings.
Hugging a grizzly: Combines affection with danger.

Infinite finiteness: The concept of something being endlessly limited.
Just war: Suggests war can be morally justified.

Liquid gas: Describes states of matter that seem contradictory.
Melting freeze: Combines two opposite temperature states.

Noble savage: Contrasts nobility with primitiveness.

Only option: Implies having a choice when there's only one possibility.
Patiently waiting: Combines patience with the act of waiting.

Plastic glasses: Combines a synthetic material with something
transparent.

Quiet riot: A disturbance that occurs without noise.

Random order: Something arranged without a specific pattern.
Same difference: Indicates two things are identical despite seeming
differences.

Seriously funny: Something that is both earnest and humorous.
Small crowd: A group that's simultaneously large and small.

Sweet agony: Pain that has a pleasurable aspect.

True myth: A story that's both factual and legendary.

Unbiased opinion: An opinion free from bias.

Virtual reality: A simulated experience that feels real.



Working vacation: Combining work obligations with leisure time.
Youthful elder: An older person exhibiting youth-like qualities.

Active rest: Engaging in light activity during rest periods.
Bittersweet: Experiencing both happiness and sadness simultaneously.
Clear confusion: Obvious lack of understanding.

Dark light: A dim illumination that still provides visibility.

Enlightened ignorance: Being aware of one's own lack of knowledge.
Fearless fear: Experiencing fear without being afraid.

Genuine imitation: An imitation that appears authentic.

Hidden openly: Concealed in a way that is still visible.

Immutable change: Change that remains constant.

Joyful sorrow: Happiness intertwined with sadness.

Known unknowns: Things that are recognized as not understood.
Last first: The final iteration acting as the beginning.

Modern antique: An old item with contemporary relevance.

New classic: Something newly established as a standard.

Old news: Information that is no longer current.

Partial completion: Something being only partly finished.

Quiet loudness: A subtle yet noticeable presence.

Real illusion: An illusion that feels tangible.

Simple complexity: Something appearing straightforward but is
intricate.

Tall dwarf: Combining height extremes in a single term.

Uncertain certainty: A situation that feels both sure and unsure.
Visible invisibility: Being seen in a way that makes one unnoticed.
Whispering shout: Communicating loudly through quiet means.
Yearly annual: Something recurring every year with constant change.
Zero sum: A situation where one gain equals another's loss.
Absolute uncertainty: Complete lack of predictability.

Balanced imbalance: An uneven situation with underlying stability.
Chaotic order: A structured system that appears disordered.

Dark brightness: Light that lacks clarity.

Elegant simplicity: Simple design with graceful appearance.
Freezing heat: Extreme temperatures conflicting in nature.

Graceful awkwardness: Clumsy actions with a smooth appearance.



Hidden transparency: Openness that conceals underlying details.
Invisible presence: Being noticeable without being seen.

Juvenile adult: An adult displaying childlike behavior.

Known mystery: A mystery that is widely recognized.

Logical fallacy: A reasoning error that appears logical.

Massive microscopic: Something large in effect but small in size.
Natural artificiality: Something man-made that mimics nature.
Open closure: The act of closing that is done transparently.

Perfect imperfection: Flaws that contribute to overall perfection.
Quantum certainty: Certainty at the smallest scales of physics.
Random pattern: A seemingly orderly arrangement without purpose.
Silent scream: Expressing intense emotion without sound.
Temporary permanence: Something lasting temporarily.

Ultimate compromise: The final agreement that still holds conflicting
elements.

Virtual reality: A digitally created environment that feels real.

Wise foolishness: Acting foolishly while possessing wisdom.
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