Preschool Classroom Observation Report

Date: December 3, 2025

Observer: Dr. Karen Thompson
Teacher Observed: Ms. Emily Carter
School: Happy Trails Preschool
Classroom: Preschool (Ages 3-4)

Duration of Observation: 2 hours

Introduction: The observation aimed to evaluate the learning environment and
teaching methodologies used by Ms. Emily Carter in her preschool classroom. This
assessment focused on how well the activities supported cognitive, social, emotional,

and physical development.

Classroom Environment: Ms. Carter's classroom is a bright, welcoming space
designed to stimulate learning and exploration. The room is organized into clearly
defined areas for different activities, such as a reading nook, art station, sensory bins,
and a play area with costumes for dramatic play. Safety measures are adequately
maintained, and materials are within easy reach for children, fostering

independence.
Teaching Methods:

¢ Interactive Circle Time: Ms. Carter begins with a circle time where she
introduces the day’s theme (e.g., seasons). She uses a variety of props like

picture books, felt boards, and songs to make the session interactive and

engaging.



e Guided Discovery: During the observation, children explored a sensory bin
filled with items related to winter. Ms. Carter guided the exploration by asking
open-ended questions to stimulate curiosity and language skills.

e Creative Expression: Children were encouraged to express themselves
through art by creating winter scenes using various materials like cotton balls,
paper, and glue. Ms. Carter moved between students, offering encouragement
and discussing their creations, which promotes self-expression and fine motor
skills.

e Physical Activity: The preschoolers participated in a structured physical
education session in the gym, where they practiced basic motor skills like

jumping, throwing, and balancing.

Student Engagement: Engagement levels were high throughout the observation.
Children were excited to participate in activities, showing enthusiasm and a
willingness to explore. Ms. Carter's approach of rotating activities kept the children’s

attention and helped manage energy levels.

Classroom Management: Ms. Carter demonstrated effective classroom
management strategies. She used visual and verbal cues to transition children
between activities smoothly. Positive reinforcement was used consistently to

encourage desirable behaviors and gently correct less favorable actions.

Assessment and Feedback: Informal assessments were conducted through
continuous observation of children’s interactions with the environment and each
other. Ms. Carter provided immediate and positive feedback, which reinforced

learning and built confidence.

Challenges Observed: Some children had difficulties in transitioning from
high-energy activities to quieter, more structured tasks. This sometimes led to brief

periods of disruption.



Recommendations:

¢ Transition Strategies: Implementing more structured transition techniques,
such as a countdown or a specific clean-up song, might help smoother shifts
between activities.

¢ Individual Attention: Brief one-on-one sessions might benefit children who

struggle with transitions, providing them with extra guidance and reassurance.

Conclusion: Ms. Emily Carter effectively fosters a dynamic and educational
environment that supports the holistic development of preschoolers. Her classroom
is a space where early learners can thrive through exploration, expression, and
guided learning. Implementing the recommended strategies could further optimize
the learning experience and classroom dynamics, ensuring all children benefit fully
from their preschool education.Date: December 3, 2025
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