
High School Budget 
 

Overview 

A high school budget is a financial blueprint that outlines anticipated revenue and 

planned expenditures for an academic year. This budget is essential for ensuring 

that resources are appropriately allocated to meet the educational needs of 

students in grades 9 through 12, often including advanced academic programs, 

extracurricular activities, and specialized support services. 

Revenue Sources 

●​ State Funding: The primary source of funding, which is typically based on 

student enrollment figures and may include additional allocations for specific 

programs such as vocational training or advanced placement courses. 

●​ Local Taxes: Revenue generated from property taxes within the school district, 

crucial for supplementing state funding to fully support high school 

operations. 

●​ Federal Grants: Specific funds aimed at enhancing education, such as those 

for special education, school safety initiatives, and federal lunch programs. 

●​ Other Revenues: These might include funds from sporting events, school 

performances, parking fees, and other school-related activities, along with 

donations or grants from alumni and local businesses. 

Expenditures 



●​ Salaries and Benefits: Covers wages and benefits for teachers, administrative 

staff, and support personnel, including counselors, librarians, and 

maintenance staff. 

●​ Instructional Materials and Supplies: Expenses for textbooks, laboratory 

equipment, art supplies, and digital resources necessary for a comprehensive 

high school curriculum. 

●​ Facilities Maintenance: Costs related to the upkeep and improvement of 

school buildings and grounds, such as heating, ventilation, janitorial services, 

and routine repairs. 

●​ Technology: Investments in computer labs, classroom technology, software 

licenses, and internet infrastructure to support digital learning. 

●​ Extracurricular Activities: Budget allocations for sports teams, clubs, music 

and arts programs, and other activities that provide students with 

opportunities to develop additional skills and interests. 

●​ Student Services: Funding for guidance counseling, college preparation 

services, health services, and other support programs critical for student 

development and well-being. 

Capital Expenditures 

●​ Building Improvements and Expansions: Significant investments in 

constructing new facilities or renovating existing spaces to accommodate 

growing student populations or enhance learning environments. 

●​ Large Equipment Purchases: Expenditures for durable goods such as fitness 

equipment for the gym, musical instruments for band, or specialized 

machinery for vocational training programs. 

Summary and Projections 



The budget summary provides an overview of the financial health of the high school, 

detailing how revenues match up against expenditures and identifying any surplus 

or deficit. Future financial projections help in planning for long-term needs such as 

facility upgrades or program expansions. 

Approval Process 

●​ Preliminary Planning: Budget planning begins with input from department 

heads and is compiled by the school's financial officers. 

●​ Stakeholder Engagement: Teachers, students, parents, and community 

members are often given opportunities to review the budget and provide 

feedback, typically through public meetings or online platforms. 

●​ School Board Review and Approval: The final budget is refined and presented 

to the school board for approval. This body assesses and may adjust the 

budget before final adoption. 

●​ Implementation: Once approved, the budget guides the school’s financial 

decisions throughout the academic year. 

Monitoring and Adjustments 

Regular monitoring of the budget is essential to ensure adherence to financial plans 

and to address any discrepancies or unexpected expenses. Adjustments are made 

as necessary, with significant changes typically requiring additional approval from 

the school board. 
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